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On The Cover: Ray Perkins begins Year Four 
of his Alabama coaching era and expecta- 


tions are as high as they have been in half a 
INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE decade for the Crimson Tide. No one knows 
better than Perkins what those expectations 


are, just as no one knows better than he how 
to go about achieving them. See Page 5. 
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The Outlook: 


Great Expectations 
Alabama began its return to normalcy—national prominence—with a surprising 9-2-1 record last year. 
With most of the members of the 1985 team returning, expectations of fans, players and coaches match 
(or exceed) predictions that the Crimson Tide will be among the country’s best. Kirk McNair 
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Alabama's new track and field coach, Doug Williamson, has had a lot of success in previous stops at Ar- 
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The Outlook: 


Great Expectations 


by Kirk McNair 


This Bama is expected to 
measure up to normal 
Tide standards, which 
means being among the 
nation’s best 


Ao with plenty of money and time to 
spare can get his fill of college football 
previews and polls by buying the numerous 
magazines devoted to the fall spectacular. 
For the most part the previews of the teams 
are quite similar, primarily because they have 
all gotten their information from the same 
place (the school sports information depart- 
ments) at about the same time (last spring). 
And, not surprisingly, the same teams pop up 
in most of the publications’ preseason polls. 

Last year Alabama was not among the 
preseason elite because the Crimson Tide 
was coming off its worst season in over a 
quarter of a century, a 5-6 mark. However, 
last year Bama bounced back—or, at least, 
part of the way back—with a 9-2-1 record 
that left the Tide with a final 1985 ranking of 
13th. And because Bama returns one of the 
nation’s best known names in quarterback 
Mike Shula to lead the offense; and one of 
the nation’s best players in linebacker Cor- 
nelius Bennett to lead the defense; and one 
of the nation’s best placekickers in Van Tiffin 
to lead the kicking game; and dozens of other 
tested performers; and, finally, because Ala- 
bama is one of those traditional names that 
are almost automatically penciled in on a vot- 
er’s college football poll, the Tide is among 
those expected to challenge for this year’s 
national championship. 

*BAMA examined the preseason polls of 
11 publications to determine a consensus 
preseason Top Ten. The publications are: 
Street & Smith, Gameplan, Sporting News, 
Inside Sports, Football Digest, Sport, Foot- 
ball Action, Pro Review, Athlon, Lindy’s and 
Playboy. 

Oklahoma, defending national champion, 


Curt Jarvis is Bama’s only proven performer 
on the defensive front. The all-star nose- 
guard could also see some time at tackle, 
where he has played in spots in the 
past. Barry Fikes Photo 


is the runaway favorite for this year’s crown. 
The Sooners were mentioned on all 11 bal- 
lots and earned 100 points. (Although the 
publications generally had a top 20, only the 
top 10 were considered in this compilation 
with 10 points being given for a first place 
mention, nine for second, etc.) Michigan was 
second with 77 points, Miami third with 73 
and Alabama fourth with 67. No other teams 
were mentioned on all 11 top 10s. UCLA 
was fifth with 66 points, Texas A&M sixth 
with 64, Penn State seventh with 55, Ten- 
nessee eighth with 32, Nebraska ninth with 
28 and Ohio State 10th with 16. UCLA, 
Texas A&M and Nebraska were mentioned 
in 10 polls, Penn State in nine, Tennessee in 
eight and Ohio State in six. 

Alabama’s highest ranking was second, by 
Gameplan. Athlon gave the Tide its lowest 
rank, 10th. The others were third in Sport 
and Playboy; fourth in Sporting News and 
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Football Action; fifth in Pro Review, Street & 
Smith and Lindy’s; sixth in Football Digest: 
and seventh in Inside Sports. 

Additionally, most of those publications 
picking the Southeastern Conference race 
had Alabama first. The exceptions were Lin- 
dy’s and Athlon, both of which had Tennes- 
see first, Alabama second. 

The editors of 10 publications devoted ex- 
clusively to coverage of one SEC team each 
took part in a poll and Alabama was the pre- 
season choice for the league title. Bama re- 
ceived 89.5 points from a possible 100 to 
edge Florida with 85.5. Tennessee was third 
(81), Auburn fourth (68.5), LSU fifth (65.5), 
Georgia sixth (56.5), Kentucky seventh 
(30.5), Ole Miss eighth (26.5), Vanderbilt 
ninth (23.5) and Mississippi State tenth (23). 

It won’t take long for all of the preseason 
polls to become obsolete. The Associated 
Press, whose poll of sportswriters and sports- 


casters is the nation’s most widely recog- 
nized, was to have its preseason poll 
announced August 24. The AP will have its 
second poll following games of September 6 
and thereafter through the remainder of the 
season until a national champion is named 
following the January 1, 1987, bow! games. 


Ithough a number of factors go into pre- 

dicting how football teams will fare, the 
primary ingredient is players. And Alabama is 
being picked high because it has a handful of 
superstars. Cornelius Bennett is universally 
considered to be one of the nation’s best. In 
fact, Pro Preview said ‘‘Linebacker Comelius 
Bennett is, quite simply, the best player in 
college .. . Bennett is the most dominating 
defender in the country. A devastating blitzer 
who covers the field from sideline to sideline, 
he’s the Lawrence Taylor of college 
football.” 

Ray Perkins was the first person to equate 
Bennett with Taylor, the outstanding line- 
backer who played for Perkins with the New 
York Giants. 

The man who has toiled in Bennett's 
shadow, inside linebacker Wayne Davis, is fi- 
nally getting some recognition. In addition to 
being a preseason All-SEC selection in voting 
by Southeastern media, he was named to 
Street & Smith’s All-Deep South team. In ad- 
dition to defenders Bennett and Davis, the 
publication picked noseguard Curt Jarvis to 
its regional honor squad. Another Bama de- 
fender who has been picked on a number of 
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all-conference teams is cornerback Freddie 
Robinson. 

So if four defensive positions are manned 
by all-star caliber performers, it stands to rea- 
son the defense could be pretty salty. Perkins 
thinks so to, but that doesn’t mean he is with- 
out concerns. Following the Aloha Bow! last 
December and Bama’s 24-3 victory over 
Southern Cal, the primary concern for 1986 
became replacing Jon Hand at left tackle and 
the combination of Brent Sowell and Larry 
Roberts at right tackle. That's still the primary 
defensive worry, particularly since Willie 
Ryles was struck down by a blood clot. Day 
by day, he at right tackle and Anthony Smith 
at left tackle, had gotten a little better and a 
little more consistent. When Ryles reported 
in at 270 and Smith at 260 (both in tip top 
shape) the worry that they weren't big 
enough was erased. It goes without saying 
that if the starters were in doubt, depth at the 
position is also a concern. There is a chance 
that Jarvis will rotate to a tackle spot occa- 
sionally, but that depends at least in part on 
the performance of oft-injured Cliff Thomas, 
Tommy Cole and freshman Willie Wyatt be- 
hind Jarvis at noseguard. Derrick Slaughter, 
whose lack of height puts him at a disadvan- 
tage on pass rush, freshmen David Lenoir 
and Byron Holdbrooks, and Darryl Whet- 
stone (who has been injured) are leading 
candidates at tackle. 

While Bennett and Davis are the best 
known of Alabama’s linebacking corps, there 
are other very capable players at both inside 


and outside spots. Joe Godwin is the return- 
ing starter at the inside spot next to Davis. 
while Randy Rockwell appears to have re- 
covered very well from late 1985 knee sur- 
gery and should reclaim his starting outside 
job opposite Bennett. And there are a few 
good men behind all of them, led by Van 
Davis, Desmond Holloman and Greg Gilbert 
inside, Lydell Mitchell, Derrick Thomas, 
George Bethune, Craig Epps, Philip Brown 
and freshman Spencer Hammond outside. 

The loss of Vernon Wilkinson to automo- 
bile accident injuries kept the secondary from 
returning intact, but it still has a host of vet- 
erans. Strong safety has no fewer than three 
men who have started in Ricky Thomas, 
Rory Turner and Shon Lee. Safety has an 
up-and-coming superstar in sophomore Ker- 
mit Kendrick, who is backed by Steve Wil- 
son. In addition to Robinson at left 
cornerback, Bama has Britton Cooper (who 
has a few starts and plenty of playing time) on 
the right side. Shannon Felder, Chris Goode, 
Todd Richardson and two very impressive 
freshmen, Mike Smith and John Mangum, 
are all in the picture for playing time. 


he Alabama offense, like every successful 
offense, also has its share of all-star types, 
including one at the most important position 
on the field, quarterback. Mike Shula needs 
only 132 yards passing to slip past Joe Na- 
math on the Alabama career passing yardage 
list. Shula is currently sixth on the all-time 
Bama list, particularly impressive when one 
considers the Tide has turned out nine Alll- 
America quarterbacks, six others who made 
All-SEC, and Bart Starr and Scott Hunter 
among the others. The question at quarter- 
back is not who is first, but who else. Perkins 
has faith that David Smith, a walkon lefthan- 
der, can do the job, and he’s also been 
pleased with the progress former starter 
Vince Sutton has made. Three freshmen 
came in with glowing statistics—Billy Ray, 
Jeff Dunn and Gary Hollingsworth. There 
are hints that Ray could be making a move. 
Shula has an impressive supporting cast 
with at least co-star billing due flanker Al Bell. 
In one season Bell has added his name to the 
list of all-time great Alabama receivers. His 
37 catches last year trails only the numbers 
put up by David Bailey (56 in 1969 and 55 in 
1970) and Dennis Homan (54 in 1967). Bell 
was named a preseason All-America by 
Gameplan and was the first name listed in a 
nonalphabetical list of potential first round 
draft choices in Pro Preview. On the other 
side, at split end, Greg Richardson has had a 
good fall after missing spring training to run 
track. Richardson should move into the top 
ten in Alabama’s all-time leading pass recep- 
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tion yardage this year. He goes into the sea- 
son ranking 11th with 849 yards. Sixty more 
yards and he'll drop down the number 10 
guy, an All-America from the mid-1960s by 
the name of Perkins. Depth is no problem at 
the wide spots with Clay Whitehurst, Greg 
Payne, Darryl Thomas, Marco Battle and 
freshmen Pierre Goode and Lamonde Rus- 
sell all having demonstrated fine ability. 
Behind Shula are some now-you-see-’em, 
now-you-don’t types. Tailback is a dream, 
two outstanding, proven performers in Gene 
Jelks and Bobby Humphrey (see Page 16) 
and they are only sophomores. Murry Hill 
(logic says he'll be redshirted barring some 
unforeseen circumstances), David Casteal, 
Don McClain and John Cassimus give the 
position depth. So much depth, in fact, that 
Chester Braggs, a regular performer at tail- 


back for two years, has been shifted to Greg Richardson has sprinter speed and good hands, prime ingredients for a split end. With 
fullback. Al Bell on the other side, opposing secondaries have problems. Barry Fikes Photo 
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Braggs is not the only former tailback man- 
ning a fullback slot. Kerry Goode, a star in 
1983 and for three quarters in 1984, has also 
been shifted to fullback. But neither has been 
able to oust Doug Allen, another player who 
has seen duty at both tailback and fullback. 
Bo Wright, who went from fullback to line- 
backer and back to fullback, has sparkled at 
times this fall. Wayne Shaw. Carlos Robin- 
son and former quarterback Gene Newberry 
are others trying to earn playing time. 

So where's the beef on offense? That, in- 
deed, is the question, Alabama can put a 
pretty good offensive line in front of all that 
skill. The difficulty is in replacing any of those 
starters. It all begins with the snap, and Wes 
Neighbors has been a three-year star at cen- 
ter. Mike Zuga, a freshman, has made the 
quickest move to back him up. Chris Robi- 
nette and Roger Shultz are two other fresh- 
men trying to work into the difficult position, 


The starting guards could be outstanding 
for the Tide. Bill Condon has been a two- 
year starter at strong guard. Not much is 
heard about him or from him, but he’s all-star 
caliber, the mean kind you like in the 
trenches, Larry Rose did as well as could be 
expected when thrown into the offensive line 
at tackle last year, but that wasn’t always win- 
ning football. Moved to quickside guard, 
Tide coaches think he'll be better and Bama 
will be better. Depth is likely to be provided 
by freshmen here, redshirted freshman Andy 
Anderson (the high school quarterback who 
two years later is a 260-pound lineman) and 
true freshman Terrill Chatman. George 
Salem, freshman Greg Kiker and utility line- 
man Mike Bentley (who has played almost 
every offensive line spot) are also 
possibilities. 

Alabama has had bad luck at the tackle 
spots for the past two years. Last year return- 
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ing starter Gary Otten went down before the 
season began with a knee injury. This year 
Hoss Johnson reported in with 19 stitches in 
his foot, Otten moved into his spot and went 
down with another (less serious) knee injury 
the second day in pads. Mammoth Joe King 
(6-6, 300) is making progress at strongside 
tackle. where freshman Danny Cash could 
be of immediate help. Johnson returned to 
work in a limited capacity and Otten was ex- 
pected back in time to get ready for the 
opener at weakside, but John Fruhmorgen 
needs to transfer his considerable potential to 
action to shore up this spot. 

Tight end is looking less and less the trou- 
ble position it appeared at the end of spring 
training. Howard Cross got his weight up to 
acceptable tight end standards (250) and 
he’s also been catching the ball well, Angelo 
Stafford is a fine pass catcher, but needs 
more bulk for the blocking aspect of the po- 
sition. A couple of freshmen are getting a 
look, Charlie Abrams who.was recruited as a 
tight end and Lee Ozmint, who was recruited 
as a split end, looked great at strong safety. 
and then was moved to offense. 


tis hard to think of the kicking game with- 

out thinking of a certain 52-yarder as time 
ran out late in the afternoon last November 
30. When Van Tiffin knocked that one 
through to beat Auburn, no one took time to 
notice that he had become the all-time career 
scoring leader at Alabama, giving him 234 to 
Johnny Musso’s 232, Butit's hard to keep up 
with Tiffin's records. He holds or ties nine of 
Alabama's 12 kicking records, including 
most field goals (46). He has made the extra 
point truly automatic, 96 of 96 plus seven of 
seven in bowl games. And the seven longest 
field goals in Alabama history have all come 
off his instep—all 51 yards or more, including 
the record 57-yarder he hit against Texas 
A&M last year. 

But can he kick off? If Tiffin has demon- 
strated a weakness it has been in not kicking 
the ball to the end zone. Sometimes that's by 
design, but it's hard to beat a sure touchback. 
This year the kickoff moves back to the 35, a 
tinker with the rules that should result in 
more excitement on kickoff returns. It re- 
mains to be seen if Tiffin, senior walkon 
Butch Worley, or highly-regarded freshman 
Alan Ward will be the kickoff man. 

That new kickoff rule has Perkins thinking 
speed merchants on returns. Last year op- 
ponents learned quickly that kicking it to 
deep man Bobby Humphrey was a good 
way to get burned. This year. Perkins said, 
he's thinking of having “‘Humphrey, Jelks, 
Bell, Richardson, people like that,” in the 
four deep spots on kickoff returns. 
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Greg Richardson is the main man on punt 
returns, but Al Bell isn’t bad, either. And the 
1985 recruiting class included a number of 
skill position players who could handle that 
chore. 

The Tide punter is Chris Mohr. Although 
he had his shaky moments and inconsisten- 
cies early last year, he was generally effec- 
tive. He averaged 45.1 yards per kick and 
only half of his 44 were returned. 

Alabama needs to improve over 1985 in at 
least one area of its kicking game—coverage. 
Although the 18.6 yards per return allowed 
on kickoffs was acceptable, the 10.8 allowed 
on punts was not. Kick coverage is basically 
a matter of speed, and Alabama should have 
enough of that to be very good on coverage 
in 1986. 


here are any number of factors other 

than players in the success or failure of a 
college football team. More than any sport at 
any level, college football is a coach’s game. 
Good coaches—provided they surround 
themselves with good assistant coaches— 
win year after year after year. It has been 
many, many decades since any coach ac- 
cepted a greater challenge than that Ray Per- 
kins took when he returned to Alabama 
following the 1982 season. He is not Paul 
Bryant and does not pretend to be. But those 
who have known them both well recognize 
far more similarities than differences in the 
way they go about trying to win football 
games, And he has accumulated a staff of 
men willing to work as he does, which is full 
speed, full time. 

Schedule luck and injury luck can have a 
marked effect on the won-lost worksheet. Al- 
though Alabama's schedule ranks among the 
nation’s most difficult, Perkins likes the way it 
is laid out with three games prior to the cru- 
cial Florida game, off time before Vanderbilt, 
Notre Dame and Auburn contests, and eight 
home games, one at a neutral site, three in 
hostile territory. It should also be remem- 
bered that some of Alabama's finest teams 
rose to the occasion against some of the most 
difficult schedules. National champions can 
best the best. 

Injuries are a part of football, but when 
they occur, how serious they are, and to 
whom they occur are the difference. Bama 
can ill-afford for the likes of Mike Shula or 
Wes Neighbors to go down. Any injury in the 
offensive or defensive lines could be critical. 
Alabama’s schedule will make it difficult to 
give backup performers at critical positions 
much playing experience, but even in the 
most trying of times it may be time well spent. 

So now it's time. Alabama football, 1986. 
It could be a goodie. 
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1986 Alabama Football Roster 


. Name, Position Ht. Wt. 
Al Bell, FL 6-0 170 
Pierre Goode, SE 5-10 170 
Van Tiffin, K 5-10 163 
Darryl Thomas, FL 6-3 190 
Chris Mohr, K 6-4 195 
Greg Payne, SE 6-2 195 
Jeff Dunn, QB 6-1 202 
Butch Worley, K 5-10 185 
Alan Ward, K 6-0 175 
Vince Sutton, QB 6-2 190 
Mike Shula, OB 6-2 198 
Shon Lee, SS 6-0 185 
David Smith, OB 6-0 172 


Gary Hollingsworth, QB 6-4 165 
Lydell Mitchell, OLB = 6-3 201 
Billy Ray, OB 6-4 200 
Greg Richardson, FL 5-9 166 
Larry Abney, FL 5-11 175 
Britton Cooper, S 6-1 175 
Freddie Robinson, CB 6-1 190 
Gene Jelks, RB 5-11 170 
Todd Richardson,CB 5-9 160 
Gene Newberry, FB = 6-2. 205 
Carlos Robinson, FB = 5-11 186 
Bobby Humphrey, RB 6-1 190 
Kermit Kendrick, DB = 6-1_—«195 
David Casteal, RB 5-11 195 
John Mangum, CB 5-11 185 
Chester Braggs, RB 6-1 188 
Steve Wilson, FS 6-2 185 
John Cassimus. RB 5-10 190 
Ricky Thomas, SS 6-0 185 
Kerry Goode, RB 6-0 205 
Chris Goode, CB 6-0 186 
Rory Turner, S 6-3 180 
Lee Ozmint, TE 6-5 200 
Mike Smith, CB 5-10 170 
Bo Wright, ILB 5-11 215 
Shannon Felder,CB  5-10176 
Don McClain, RB 5-11 171 
Wayne Shaw, FB 6-0 175 
Murry Hill, RB 5-7 170 
Doug Allen, RB 5-9 180 
Van Davis, ILB 6-0 205 
Desmond Holoman, ILB6-4 200 
Derrick Rushton, NG 6-3 240 
Chris Robinette, C 6-3 238 
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Wt. Class Exp. Hometown 


(Subject To Change) 
No. Name, Position Ht. 
Los Angeles 51 Tommy Cole, NG 6-2 244 
Town Creek 52 Roger Shultz, C 6-2 250 
Red Bay 53 Mike Zuga, C 6-3 250 
Victoria, Texas 54 Wes Neighbors, C 6-1 255 
Thompson, Ga. 55 Derick Thomas, OLB 6-2 222 
Montgomery 56 Greg Gilbert, ILB 6-3 215 
Greensboro, N.C. 57 Randy Rockwell, OLB 6-3. 209 
Huntsville 58 Wayne Davis, ILB 64 220 
Pensacola 59 George Bethune,OLB 6-4 210 
LaGrange, Ga. 60 Hoss Johnson, QT 6-4 269 
Miami 61 Darin Whitlock, C 6-0 210 
Deatsville 62 Greg Kiker, DT 6-3 260 
Gadsden 63. Andy Anderson, ST 6-5 250 
Hamilton 64 Mike Burkett, C 5-11 230 
Prichard 65 Derrick Slaughter, DT 6-0 260 
Atlanta 67 George Salem, SG 6-0 243 
Mobile 68 Jeff Bentley, QT 6-4 265 
Slidell, La. 69 ScottBlankenship,C 6-1 220 
Mobile 70 Gary Otten, ST 6-6 270 
Mobile 71 Terrill Chatman,SG 6-5 280 
Gadsden 72 Joe King, ST 6-5 295 
Syracuse, N.Y, 73 David Lenoir. DT 6-4 245 
Blytheville, Ark, 74 Larry Rose, QT 6-4 270 
Enterprise 75 Danny Cash, ST 6-6 275 
Birmingham 76 John Fruhmorgen, QT 6-5 275 
Meridian, Miss. 77 Bill Condon, SG 6-2 250 
Eglin AFB, Fla. 79 Byron Holdbrooks, DT 6-5 285 
Magee, Miss, 80 Lamonde Russell, FL 6-2 180 
Greensboro 81 Berard Bennett, TE 6-2 221 
Brundidge 82 Clay Whitehurst, SE 6-1 180 
Birmingham 83 Lance Laskey, TE 6-5 225 
Eglin AFB, Fla. 84 Earnest Carroll, TE 6-1 203 
Town Creek 85 Howard Cross, TE 6-5 250 
Town Creek 86 Angelo Stafford, TE 6-5 195 
Atlanta 87 Charlie Abrams, TE 6-4 220 
Anderson, S.C. 85 Marco Battle, SE 5-11 175 
Gainesville, Fla, 89 Philip Brown, OLB 6-3 216 
Prichard 90 Joe Godwin, ILB 6-2 217 
Willis, Texas 91 Craig Epps, OLB 6-4 219 
Claxton, Ga. 92 Darryl Whetstone, DT 6-2 250 
Tullahoma, Tenn. 93 Willie Ryles, DT 6-4 275 
Atmore 94 Anthony Smith, NG 6-4 265 
Cantonment, Fla, 95 Curt Jarvis, NG 6-2 266 
Phenix City 96 WillieShephard. ILB 6-1 200 
Hampton. Va. 97 Cornelius Bennett, OLB 6-4 235 
Mobile 98 Willie Wyatt, NG 6-2 265 
Enterprise 99 Cliff Thomas, NG 6-2 251 
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So. 
Fr. 


IL 


Jasper 

Atlanta 
Newnan, Ga 
Huntsville 
Miami, Fla. 
Decatur 
Daphne 
Gordo 

Ft. Walton Bch., Fla. 
Huntsville 
Orlando, Fla. 
Phenix City 
Lithia Springs, Ga. 
Gardendale 
Birmingham 
Birmingham 
Alabaster 
Muscle Shoals 
Huntsville 
Childersburg 
Gadsden 
Memphis 
Gadsden 
Spartanburg, S.C. 
Tampa, Fla. 
Mobile 
Haleyville 
Oneonta 
Tampa, Fla. 
Nashville 
Valdosta, Ga. 
West Blockton 
New Hope 
Prichard 
Demopolis 
Phenix City 
Birmingham 
New Brocton 
Miami 
Montgomery 
Phenix City 
Elizabeth City, N.C. 
Gardendale 
Prichard 
Birmingham 
Gardendale 
Pearl, Miss. 
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SHOW YOUR COLORS 


Exclusive caps and sweatshirts with Swiss Embroidered emblems. 
Plus! All New Car Window Sign and Lucky-Bear. 
Washable, easy-care cotton/poly blend garments with 


patented and licensed emblems that you can't get 
anywhere else. Get yours now. They also make great 


gifts and we'll ship with a free personalized card in 
your name to anyone you like. Designs are available 
in color combinations shown. 


FOR FASTEST RESPONSE: Use the toll-free credit card hotline— 
to order by VISA, MASTERCARD, AMERICAN EXPRESS. 
Call during business hours—eastern time: 1-800-526-7148. Ask for mail order desk. 


Caps @ $12.99 each (fully adjustable—fits all sizes) 
Sireatehirts @ $19.99 each (sizes: SM, MED, LG, XL) 

Car window sign @ $3.95 each (with suction cup) 

11” Bear with Sweater @ 18.99 each 

BEST BUY! SAVE $6.00. Shirt, Cap, Sign and Bear @ $49.99 
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OR MAIL THIS COUPON TO: onions Inc., 500 5th Avenue, New York NY 10710 ‘Dapt 2 H 
CAPS $1299 SAH sieiceciye cg agtelg ee sincera apne oragedyveninsagrad $ : 
Sweatshirts @ $19.99 each. ... 0... cece cece eee essences $ Sweat size(s) SM__ M___ L___ XL__ 
Sent@ SMe vccccrtecieertecrss $a, TOM EMO FREE 
____ BEST BUY! Shirt, Cap, Sign, Bear @ $49.99 per set ..... $ Names: To 
Add $3.00 postage and handling per shipping address ............ $_3.00 From —______} 
Sales tax, if N.Y. resident $ Ship to: H 

Total payment $ ee 

(| check or money order enclosed [| Visa [MasterCard {| American Express na ; 
Card # Exp. date City State Zip : 
Name Signature Use separate sheet of paper for additional names and addresses, Be & 
‘ F sure to specily who gets what item. N.Y. residents add 8.25% sales 1 

Address City State ____ Zip tax. Allow 3-4 weeks delivery. Add 10 days for payment by check H 


Jim Goostree: 


Building Bama 


by Kirk McNair 


Tide is well on its way to 
having facilities second 
to none 


few years ago the College Football As- 

sociation conducted a survey to deter- 
mine how the most highly-recruited high 
school senior players selected their colleges. 
The players claimed that the number one 
factor (86.3 percent listing it as very impor- 
tant) was academics, but that reply can al- 
most certainly be filed under the heading of 
“Telling you what you want to hear.’’ Addi- 
tionally, 10.5 percent of the signees listed the 


academic program as not very important. 
Overall facilities came in second in the very 
important category, 78 percent. But perhaps 
more significant is that only 2.6 percent listed 
facilities as not very important. Even the 
head coach—which was the third most 
highly-rated very important category—was 
listed as not very important by 5.8 percent of 
the athletes. 

Alabama Head Football Coach Ray Per- 
kins knows that recruiting is the lifeblood of a 
football program. He was also very interested 
in these survey results. 

There were some things he couldn’t do 
anything about, such as social life (which is 
reportedly excellent) and location. There 
were some things he didn’t need to do any- 
thing about, such as tradition, fan support 
and media coverage. The academic program 


Assistant Athletics Director Jim Goostree (left) goes over plans for the expansion and upgrading of Bryant-Denny Stadium, a project to start 


factor is taken care of; The University of Ala- 
bama offers curricula for all but a very few 
narrow career objectives. 

At the top of the list of things he could im- 
prove was facilities. In the 1960s Alabama 
moved to the forefront in facilities with the 
opening of Paul W. Bryant Hall, the athletics 
dormitory, and Memorial Coliseum, which 
served as athletics department offices as well 
as the basketball arena. However, by the 
time Perkins returned in 1983, Alabama had 
fallen behind. Time had taken its toll. Bama’s 
facilities were both inadequate and in 
disrepair. 

Coach Bryant, who served over construc- 
tion of the athletics dorm and coliseum as 
well as expansion and improvement of 
Denny (now Bryant-Denny) Stadium, rec- 
ognized the need for further additions and 


following this football season and hopefully be completed by the 1987 season, with fellow Assistant Athletics Director Jimmy Carroll. 
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improvements, but was more concerned that 
the athletics department pantry not be left 
bare for the man who would follow him. His 
plan was for patchwork; let his successor take 
on the bulk of the work, 

Bryant had kept only two men on the ath- 
letics staff when he returned in 1958, Sports 
Information Director Finus Gaston and 
Trainer Jim Goostree. Goostree remained 
with Bryant until the end, but by the early 
1970s his duties had expanded. In addition 
to attending to the medical needs of athletes, 
he was in charge of equipment purchases. 
And when Bryant decided a new football fa- 
cility was needed, the task of determining the 
precise needs and mapping out the facility 
was turned over to Goostree. 


oostree continues to serve under Per- 

kins, and now he has a title to match his 
duties, lronically, those duties are now in re- 
verse order of importance—or at least time 
consumption—for the assistant athletics di- 
rector for facilities, equipment purchasing 
and athletic medicine. 

The major decision regarding facilities 
which had been made before the arrival of 
Perkins was the football building. ‘Coach 
Bryant had decided we would build a one 
story building housing the training room, 
weight and exercise room, dressing rooms, 
equipment rooms and so on,” said Goostree. 
“However, he knew that eventually more of- 
fice space would be needed, so the plan was 
to build a structure that could later have a 
second floor. The foundations and walls 
would be built with that in mind. 

“When Coach Perkins became athletics 
director that spring (March 22, 1983), he de- 
cided to go ahead and build the finished 
product." The result is a magnificent building 
that houses all of the training, dressing and 
equipment facilities for football on the 
ground floor, offices of all football coaches, 
administrative staff and business. personnel 
on the second. By doing it all at once the 
price was a hefty $4 million, but that is far less 
than a two-stage construction process would 
have cost. 

The showplace has been toured by dozens 
and dozens of athletics administrators from 
around the nation, Last spring Don Shula, 
head coach of the Miami Dolphins, went 
through the building with his former player, 
Perkins, and son, Mike, and pronounced it 
“one of the finest in the country.’ Alabama 
players—particularly those who worked out 
in the former weightroom in Memorial Coli- 
seum—-say the facility is conducive to offsea- 
son workouts. 

Perkins wasted no time in putting the facil- 
ity to use as a recruiting tool. Even before 


A MUST FOR EVERY 
TIDE FAN’S LIBRARY 


Here it is. John Forney’s remembrances of 30 years of 
broadcasting Alabama football games, including those when 
Paul Bryant led the Crimson Tide to previously undreamed 
of heights. Forney recalls all and tells much in a no-holds- 
barred, “warts and all” narrative that one moment elicits 
tears and the next gales of laughter. 

Forney followed Alabama’s football fortunes from the 
lowest ebb in 1957 to national championship heights from 
such wide-ranging sights as the Meadowlands of Jersey and 
Miami's Orange Bowl to Seattle’s Washington Husky 
Stadium and the fabled Los Angeles Coliseum. The games 
are here, but so are the hitherto untold tales of trips, short 
and long, and insightful 
comments about well- 
known people on the 
college football scene. 

Through all this color 
and excitement John 
Forney was known as 
“the Voice of the Tide.” 
You listened to him then. 
Now read his own unique 
memoirs of those golden 
gridiron years. 


$14.95 plus $2.00 postage and 
handling. (Alabama residents 
MUST include 60 cents sales tax, 


making each copy to Alabama 
residents a total cost of $17.95.) 
Make check or money order 
payable fy: 

BAMA BOOK 


P.O. Hox 6104 
University, AL 35486 
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ground was broken, on a weekend when the 
Tide was having a number of visiting high 
school prospects, Perkins ordered earthmov- 
ing equipment parked on the site. There, he 
could point out, is where we are getting ready 
to build. 


hen Memorial Coliseum was com- 

pleted in 1968 it was the Cadillac of 
athletics facilities. However, at that time there 
was no way to anticipate all the future needs 
of the department. As a result, there was 
eventual overcrowding. Space designed for 
one purpose was utilized for other. In short, 
the building had become inadequate for the 
needs of one of the most successful athletics 
programs in the nation. 

“There was quite a bit of growth in the de- 
partment from the time the coliseum was 
built," said Goostree. “Nearly every sport 
except football added coaches and there was 
also expansion of personnel in sports infor- 
mation, the business office, and other areas. 
Additionally, women’s athletics dramatically 
increased the needs of the department.” 

With the completion of the football build- 
ing, enough office space became available in 
Memorial Coliseum for all other coaches, in- 
cluding women’s athletics personnel. How- 
ever, the coliseum also needed extensive 
renovation, both in the office areas and in the 
weightrooms, training room, lockerrooms 
and equipment rooms. Additionally, there 
was an asbestos problem. Asbestos had long 
been used as an insulation. but health con- 
siderations have required its removal. 

The asbestos was removed, offices refur- 
bished, and new lockerrooms for all men’s 
and women's athletes and coaches other 
than football players and golfers, built. The 
lockerroom area and the training room are 
now coed. There will be no more traipsing 
about the area wearing just a towel (or less). 
However, the tradeoff for athletes having to 
dress before leaving the lockerroom for the 
equipment room or training room is a facility 
of near plushness. 

Cost of the renovation to Memorial Coli- 
seum, which cost only $4.2 million to build, 
has been about $800,000. 

Alabama's football and men’s basketball 
players probably spend more time in Bryant 
Hall than any other single place during their 
stay at The Capstone. The condition of the 
athletic dorm was not good when Perkins re- 
turned and he put its refurbishment as a top 
priority. The first stage of that remodeling 
came on the lower level, where the dining 
room, a players’ lounge and sitting area exist. 
A previous remodeling in which a goal had 
been to make the dorm “more modern’’ was 
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generally disliked. Sports Illustrated's Frank 
Deford’s unpopular article on Paul Bryant in 
1981 missed the boat in a lot of areas, but it 
would be hard to argue with his description 
of the dorm: *‘It was a showpiece when it was 
built in 1963, but is now more a garish curi- 
osity, with a hideous interior of silver, red and 
white, . .”’ 

Perkins agreed and Bryant Hall is now 
tastefully—and —_conservatively—restored. 
This year the players reported back to new 
furnishings. carpeting and air conditioning, 
Additionally, kitchen equipment has been 
upgraded. However, the primary change in 
Bryant Hall has been in the annex. Built in 
the mid-1970s to provide meeting rooms 
downstairs and laundry and recreational fa- 
cilities upstairs, it is now an academic annex. 
The lower floor includes study carrels and a 
classroom. The top floor has study and tutor- 
ing areas and a computer center. It cost 
about $400,000. 

There have been other relatively minor 
areas of restoration and replacement. The 
old, ineffective lights on the Thomas Field 
practice facility were replaced last summer 
with modern lights. The Hospitality House 
next to Bryant-Denny Stadium, used primar- 
ily for fund raising and recruiting functions, 
has been refurbished and reroofed. And the 
small president's lounge in the stadium was 
also upgraded. 


ama fans had barely caught their breath 

from the new football building when 
work was begun on the incredible indoor 
practice field. This will be like no other, ac- 
cording to Perkins. The fully air conditioned 
building will include an AstroTurfed football 
field, running track (although not a competi- 
tion track), four tennis courts, office for the 
tennis staff, and work areas for field perform- 
ers in track and field and baseball players. 

The field, 107 yards long and regulation 
width, will be suitable for all types of football 
practice except punting. This will almost cer- 
tainly prove to be a valuable addition to the 
Alabama football training program. In addi- 
tion to offering protection from rain, lightning 
and cold, it will also offer relief from the heat 
and humidity that can be so oppressive in 
Tuscaloosa in late spring and through the 
summer offseason and early fall practice 
months. And it also offers protection from 
spying eyes when Bama is putting in its game 
plan. 

In addition to being big, the facility is at- 
tractive, matching the surrounding athletics 
department structures. It should be com- 
pleted in the next few weeks at a cost of 
about $5 million 
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One of the least important factors for ath- 
letes choosing a school, according to the 
CFA survey, is the stadium. Perkins has 
noted that an athlete spends only a very few 
hours in the stadium. However, the stadium 
provides two very important functions for the 
athletics department: it is where the support- 
ers of the program gather and they pay the 
athletics department for the privilege of oc- 
cupying that small section of bench for a few 
hours. 

Plans are now being finalized for the be- 
ginning of a modernization and expansion of 
Bryant-Denny Stadium. When it’s done the 
faithful should be pleased, particularly those 
11,000 to 12,000 additional faithful who will 
be able to get into the games. Plans call for 
work to begin immediately following the last 
Tuscaloosa game this year (Temple, Novem- 
ber 15) and be completed before the begin- 
ning of next football season, Some 
preliminary construction may be able to be 
done before the final game is played, but re- 
gardless it must be considered a very real 
possibility that the addition will not be fin- 
ished by the time Bama is ready to kick off in 
1987. Stadium expansion delays are the 
rule, not the exception. 

The west side will be doubledecked to pro- 
vide the new seats, but that's only a part of 
the job that will cost an estimated $10-12 mil- 
lion. Perkins’ public discussion of the stadium 
work has been done primarily through the 
news media, and he has pleased them no 
end by including a new press box (heated 
and air conditioned) in the plans. 

There will also be new dressing rooms, 
both for Alabama and for the visiting teams, 
new entrances that will enable much 
smoother traffic flow in and out of the stad- 
ium, new concession stands and restrooms, 
anda stadium club. Other than the additional 
seats, the most notable change will almost 
certainly be in the ease in congestion in going 
to and from seats both before and after the 
games and during halftimes. 

So what's next? Football will pretty much 
be taken care of following the stadium reno- 
vation, Next on the athletics department 
agenda is resurfacing of the outdoor track. 
Alabama will be hosting the 1987 South- 
eastern Conference track and field champi- 
onships. Beyond that is a possible 
grandstand addition at Sewell-Thomas Base- 
ball Field, 

Ray Perkins’ primary responsibility is to 
build and maintain Alabama's football team. 
However, he is—along with Jim Goostree— 
building facilities second to none, And that 
will prove an important cog in the wheel that 
keeps the Tide rolling. 
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Jelks & Humphrey: 


Twice As Nice 


by Tommy Deas 


Bama’s co-first feamers 
give the Tide a potent 
tailback attack 


hey take up two scholarships, two uni- 
forms, two spaces in the Bryant Hall ath- 
letics dormitory and two spots at the training 
table, but only one place on the depth chart. 

Sophomores Gene Jelks and Bobby 
Humphrey return as co-number one running 
backs for the Alabama Crimson Tide this fall. 
Though they hadn’t even heard of each 
other before being recruited out of high 
school, and though their high school careers 
gave them vastly different football back- 
grounds, Jelks and Humphrey are now prac- 
tically one in spirit. 

“We can't be in there at the same time,” 
says Humphrey, “but we have to work to- 
gether. When I’m in there | know he’s in 
there with me, and when he’s in there he 
knows I’m in there with him. He’s not work- 
ing for himself and I’m not working for 
myself. 

‘We have to work as one back.” 

That they can do that is an amazing trick. 
All Jelks and Humphrey seem to have in 
common is their high level of skill and success 
running the football. Otherwise, they come 
from two different worlds. 

Jelks is a 5-11 sparkplug who likes to use 
his speed to avoid trouble on the field. He 
came from high school powerhouse Emma 
Samson of Gadsden, where he played with 
fellow Alabama sophomore Larry Rose and 
former Auburn standout receiver Freddy 
Weygand. He enjoyed an undefeated senior 
season which ended with a state 
championship. 

“I started my freshman year at Emma 
Samson,” Jelks recalls, ‘“‘and we lost maybe 
four games while I was at Emma Samson. 
We had a powerhouse team. 

“The thing | remember most about losing 
is when you lose you learn things, but you 
don’t want to face it. We lost to Escambia 
County my junior year and that was the most 
hurt feeling in my life. | wanted to give up. | 
felt real depressed, like | had lost my family.” 
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Though he missed a few games with an in- 
jury as a high school senior, Jelks still totaled 
almost 1,500 yards rushing and scored 13 
touchdowns. Those marks were actually 
short of Jelks’ personal expectations, and 
only the state championship gave him 
consolation. 

“My senior year | didn’t accomplish the 
things I wanted to accomplish,”’ Jelks said. “‘ 
was hurt and that was a big setback for me. | 
wanted to break the state records in running 
and touchdowns, but the (state champion- 
ship) ring made up for it.” 


gp brace is a 6-1, 190-pounder with a 
slashing cutback style of running that 
keeps defenders guessing. He came from 
Birmingham’s Glenn High School, where he 
was a one-man team. Humphrey amassed 
over 7,000 yards rushing and receiving in his 
high school career, but there weren't to be 
any championship rings to reward his 
achievements. Glenn went 2-8 despite over 
1,000 yards rushing, over 500 yards passing 
and over 125 tackles from Humphrey in his 
senior year. 

‘We thought that we were going to go un- 
defeated,’’ Humphrey remembers of his sen- 
ior season. “‘We had a good team at the 
beginning of the season. The first game we 
lost by two points. We didn’t have a field goal 
kicker. All through the season we were losing 
by two or three points. 

“One game | ran for 300 yards and we lost 
by two points. That felt very depressing. It 
does kind of get you down when you dream 
of a game like that and it’s your night and you 
lose the game. 

“I felt like if | went out and did the best that 
I could do and performed at a high standard, 
I felt great about it. Even though it’s going to 
bea loss | felt as if | had won the game, based 
on how hard | went out and worked.” 


hough their high school teams went in 
different directions, Jelks and Humphrey 
took the same path to Alabama, coming in 


Gene Jelks came on strong in Bama’s 1985 
finish, earning him preseason All-SEC hon- 
ors going to his sophomore season. 

Barry Fikes Photo 


Gene Jelks 


ranked as two of the top running backs in the 
South. It was only their individual successes 
that made them aware of each other. 

‘When | was being recruited | heard Gene 
delks had committed to Alabama,”’ Hum- 
phrey recalled. “I knew they had won the 
state championship, but that was all | knew 
about him.”’ 

Jelks tells a similar tale of his first knowl- 
edge of his backfield mate. 

“T only heard of Bobby my senior year,” 
Jelks said. “‘He was a great running back 
also, and I heard he might go to Alabama. | 
did feel | was as good as he was, because | 
have confidence in myself. | wasn't going to 
let him down me, and | wasn’t going to try to 
down him.” 

When they arrived at Alabama, Jelks and 
Humphrey emerged from a pack of talented 
freshmen backs to top the depth chart at run- 
ning back. Jelks saw his first action in the 
Tide’s season opener at Georgia, and Hum- 
phrey made his Bama debut a week later 
against Texas A&M. 

Before the year was over, the two fresh- 
men set standards that made them one of the 
top backfield tandems in the Southeastern 
Conference, and make them two of the top 
young running backs in the nation going into 
the 1986 season. 

Jelks finished up as a freshman All-Amer- 
ica back with his 588 yards in 1985. He was 
named Sports Illustrated's ‘Player of the 
Week” for his 192-yard rushing performance 
against Auburn, was twice named SEC 
“Player of the Week” on offense and fin- 
ished the year by garnering the “Most Valu- 
able Offensive Player” award in Alabama's 
Aloha Bowl win over Southern California. 
Against Mississippi State, Jelks became the 
first Alabama player ever to total over 100 
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Bobby Humphrey 
yards both rushing and pass recieving. He is 
a preseason All-SEC selection going into 
1986. 

Humphrey's versatility made him a second 
team freshman All-America behind Jelks in 
1985. He rushed for 502 yards, caught 15 
passes and averaged over 26 yards as a kick- 
off returner. Humphrey became the first Ala- 
bama freshman ever to run for 100 yards in 
consecutive games when he turned the trick 
against Cincinnati and Vanderbilt. 

It's no wonder that Jelks and Humphrey 
have come to appreciate each other's talents 
in just one season together. 

“He does some things that really surprise 
me,” Jelks says of Humphrey. ‘He surprises 
me the way he can stop and elude tackles. 
Bobby is a slender, tall, versatile runner. He 
has great hands and great speed. He could 
be a receiver with his hands.” 

Humphrey says that the two are runners of 
different style, and he likens Jelks to a Na- 
tional Football League great. 

“Gene is more of a Tony Dorsett,” Hum- 
phrey said. ‘‘He sees an opening and hits it as 
quick as he can. He'll give a guy one move 
and be in the end zone. He uses his speed. 

“I try to run somewhat like Marcus Allen, 
I'd rather use a move than speed. I'd like to 
juke a guy rather than run past him.” 

While Jelks relies on acceleration to get out 
of harm’s way, Humphrey tends to zig-zag 
down the field, waiting on tacklers and then 
eluding them. One of his favorite moves is 
the spin move, which he uses to shed de- 
fenders when they don't get a solid shot at 
him. 

“It's just something that comes natural to a 
running back,"’ Humphrey said. “‘All running 
backs use the spin move when they get in the 
right situation.” 


Rodney Stokes 
delks admits that his running style is harder 
to relate. 

“I don’t pay attention to how I run,”’ he 
said. ‘‘I can’t describe it, it’s so awkward and 
wild. There’s the quick feet, the acceleration, 
the power and the good hands, Alabama of- 
fers a lot of different things to a running 
back—catching the ball out of the backfield 
and things like that. That's why I came here.”’ 


hough their talents have made them 

marked men for their sophomore sea- 
sons, Jelks and Humphrey have hardly spent 
their offseasons worrying. In fact, they view 
the pressure brought on by their notoriety as 
a plus. 

“| just sat back and enjoyed the summer,”’ 
delks said. “‘] really didn’t even think about it. 
There’s still some pressure, because you've 
got to produce. 

“Pressure motivates me. When there’s 
pressure, you've got to do it. It keeps me on 
my toes.” 

Much of the pressure the two sophomore 
stars will face in the coming season will be 
provided by each other. Jelks and Hum- 
phrey figure to split time at the running back 
slot, where they will push each other in prac- 
tice for the top spot. Even if neither emerges 
as the undisputed number one, though, they 
seem ready to share the position without any 
regrets. 

“T call Bobby my partner because we 
know our roles,” Jelks said. “‘We try to help 
each other with our mistakes. If | make a mis- 
take he’ll come up and say I did this wrong 
and I need to do this.”” 

Says Humphrey, ‘‘Splitting time is some- 
thing that has to happen when you've got 
two good running backs. It would be hard to 
split us up. We’re willing to accept what the 
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Bobby Humphrey became the first Crimson Tide freshman ever to rush for more than 100 yards in back-to-back games when he turned the trick 


in games against Cincinnati and Vanderbilt last year. 


coaches say, and if they want me in there on 
one play and him in on another, I don’t have 
any trouble accepting that.” 

Rodney Stokes, who coaches the Crimson 
Tide running backs, is most impressed with 
the character shown by Jelks and Humphrey 
in their time-sharing arrangement. He says 
that both display the same attitude on the 
field and in practice that they do when dis- 
cussing their running back situation. 

“If you wanted to use one word to de- 
scribe the general attitude of all the running 
backs it would be unselfish,” Stokes said. 
“T’ve never seen anything in any of the backs 
that made them seem anything less than 
team-oriented. They are willing to do what- 
ever they can to help the team. 

“Gene’s got some strengths and Bobby’s 
got some strengths. They are of very similar 
nature. They do everything so well. They are 
both excellent recievers, excellent runners, 
excellent blockers. 

“Both are better people than they are foot- 
ball players, if that tells you anything. | don’t 
know how rare it is, but they are both excep- 
tional people.” 


And if Stokes had to make any bets on 
either young rusher emerging as a single 
number one man at running back? 

“Coach (Ray) Perkins makes the depth 
chart,” Stokes said, “‘but I would be sur- 
prised if anything changed.” 

In other words, Jelks and Humphrey can 
look forward to spending a lot of time at the 
same position, but not in the same backfield. 
That may cut down on the likelihood of 
either one getting enough carries to gain na- 
tional recognition as an all-star candidate, but 
both see wisdom in Perkins’ decision to let 
them work together. 

“T'm sure everybody would like to be the 
head notch,’ Humphrey said. ‘‘Splitting 
time—I’m not sure you can describe what 
that’s like. As far going into a pro set with 
Gene playing a side and me playing a side, 
that can’t be done because we've got several 
good fullbacks. 

“We've got enough depth to have two 
(number one running backs). If one goes out, 
the other one can go in.” 

And Jelks remembers that another Ala- 
bama coach, the legendary Paul “‘Bear’’ 
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Bryant, liked to use more than one running 
back in his schemes. 

“It makes us better because we push each 
other,” Jelks says. “I think about sharing 
time with him, but I don’t mind it because | 
think it will help us both. 

“T notice through the years Coach Bryant 
utilized more than one running back per 
game. He had three or four sets of backs that 
could play just as good as the first team. 

“Maybe in your mind you're saying you 
wish you could play the whole game, but in 
reality each year you get a lot older and your 
body wears down some. It’s a good role for 
both of us playing parttime. It helps me phys- 
ically, saves me.” 

And whichever back is in, the role is always 
the same. 

“Our role is just to play the plays they ask 
us to,” Jelks said. ‘“‘We have blocking re- 
sponsibilities and receiving responsibilities, 
and we run the ball. It’s mainly to get the ball 
in the end zone whenever possible.” 

Whether it’s one running back or two, 
both Jelks and Humphrey understand that 
role best. 
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Dude Back On Board 


by Donald F. Staffo 


The feeling is mutual as 
Hennessey is privileged to 
return to Bama 


arry ‘‘Dude’”’ Hennessey is back home. 

And he’s doing what he likes to do best, 
which is working with people. Especially Uni- 
versity of Alabama football players. Hennes- 
sey, who had served as defensive ends coach 
for the Tide from 1960 through 1976 before 
going into private business for a decade, has 
rejoined the Bama staff as director of Paul W. 


Bryant Hall, the dormitory for Alabama foot- 
ball and basketball players. 

Athletics Director Ray Perkins said that 
Hennessey was the man for the job, because 
he knows what it takes to be a winner off the 
field. “Coach Hennessey has been a part of 
dorm life throughout his years as a coach and 
| think it will greatly benefit our players with 
him a part of that setting,’ Perkins said at the 
time of the announcement. “Dude Hennes- 
sey is aman who has remained close to The 
University for years. He has shown his love 
not only for the University, but for the athlet- 
ics program as well. We're absolutely certain 
he will do a great job for us in the future.”’ 

Not only is Alabama pleased to regain the 


services of Hennessey, but it is readily appar- 
ent that Dude is glad to again be involved 
with the Bama athletics department. “‘It's so 
good. My wife and | feel like we got full schol- 
arships,”’ he said. “Just being around these 
kids will keep you young. Over the years 
there have been so many good experiences. 
You can't do much better than to go through 
here and have these kind of people touch 
your life. Sometimes | think we ought to pay 
for these jobs we got.” 

Hennessey is basically responsible for the 
supervision of the players off of the field. 
He’s up at 4:30 every morning so that he can 
unlock the dining room door for breakfast at 
5:45. He says he just checks on things and is 
available to handle any problems that come 
up. 

“T help the players in any way that I can 
that’s legal,’ he explained. “‘I try to guide 
them if I think they need it. I check to see if 
they're living like hogs, or like winners and 
champions. | ask them if they're going to 
church and hope they do, and if they don’t, I 
hope they start. I try to be like their mom and 
dad away from home.”’ On the first Sunday 
morning in which freshmen were in Bryant 
Hall, a traveler down University Boulevard 
couldn’t miss Hennessey as he walked a new 
Tider to nearby St. Francis. 

Hennessey, however, says that there is no 
hard work involved. ‘That's because they're 
good, class kids. Since Ray’s been back, he’s 
invited me and I've attended every Alabama 
game but one, and in that time there’s never 
been any discipline problems that I’ve been 
aware of. Guys like Mike Shula, Gene Jelks, 
Bobby Humphrey, Wayne Davis and | could 
go on and on. . . the way they act and con- 
duct themselves, I'm glad to be around them. 
It makes you proud that you know them.” 

Unlike some college dorms, Hennessey 
says there is not much horsing around in 


Dude Hennessey, a favorite of Alabama fans 
and players during a 17-year career as a 
Crimson Tide assistant coach, is moving 
back into Bama’s athletics house after a 10- 
year absence. In fact, Hennessey will be in 
the athletes’ home as director of Paul Bryant 
Hall. Barry Fikes Photo 
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Bryant Hall. “For one thing, they practice 
hard and they're tired,” he explained. 


i 1976, when the NCAA cut the number of 
coaches allowed on a staff, Hennessey and 
Wendell Hudson (a Crimson Tide assistant 
basketball coach now at Ole Miss) lost their 
jobs. Hennessey and Hudson filed a class ac- 
tion right-to-work suit against the NCAA. 
There was no money involved. 

“With Hudson being black and me a 
white, Irish Catholic we thought we had a 
chance,"* said Hennessey. ‘The lawyers did 
too, But we found out we had to prove anti- 
trust, Had we known that, we wouldn't have 
done it.” 

Was he bitter at losing the suit and his job? 
Hennessey, applying a principle he learned 
from Paul Bryant said, “No, it’s just like when 
you lose a football game, you just pick up 
and get going again. They were right and we 
were wrong. We weren't prepared. Our law- 
yers didn’t go their homework.” 

For the past decade, Hennessey, 57, had 
been associated with the coal business and 
did sales and public relations work for the 
Nelson Brothers’ Explosive Company. While 
away from football Hennessey said he didn't 
miss it. “I did the job I had then,” he said in 
transferring another principle he learned 
from Bryant—when you lose a game you put 
it behind you and concentrate on the next 
one. “| went to a few high school games and 
watched (Alabama) on TV and listened on 
the radio, but I stayed away (from the stad- 
ium). I gave it up, but | never did give up the 
people business.” 

But ever since he first strapped on the pads 
asa high school player in Paris, Kentucky, 
Hennessey’s first love has always been foot- 
ball, and he feels fortunate that he’s got the 
opportunity to be back in it, especially at The 
Capstone. 

“If you're going to be around football, you 
may as well be where the best place is, and 
that’s here,” he said. ‘‘Alabama has got great 
tradition, great pride, great facilities, a great 
president, a great faculty, and it’s a great 
school. It’s had that all along and it’s just got- 
ten better and it will get better still.”’ 


ennessey and Bama go way back, bul 

Dude and Bryant go back even further. 
Hennessey, as a 150-pound defensive end, 
started four years for Bryant on some of Ken- 
tucky’s best teams. As a freshman in 1950 he 
played on Kentucky’s first Southeastern 
Conference championship team, a group 
that went 11-1 and beat number one Okla- 
homa, 13-7, in the Sugar Bowl, a game in 
which the popular Oklahoma defense was 
unveiled by the Cats. The following year the 
Wildcats went to the Orange Bowl. Hennes- 


sey played on Bryant-coached Wildcat teams 
that won 31 of 45 games, representing the 
glory years of Kentucky football. 

Hennessey says it was no coincidence that 
UK's record went up while Bryant was there, 
and down after he left. “You just knew he 
was going to win. No matter where he went 
he was going to win. He was what made the 
difference there."’ 

Recalling what he remembered the most 
from his playing days under Bryant, Dude 
said, “With Coach Bryant you don’t go but 
one speed, and that’s full speed. You learned 
something new from him every day. He'd 
teach you about football, but he'd teach you 
more about life. He was always fair to you. 
And he would say, ‘if you keep on keepin’ 
on, you're gonna win because you're gonna 
be in better shape and better prepared than 
the other guy.’ ”’ 

Asked if Bryant changed much from when 
he played for him at UK to while he assisted 
him at UA Hennessey said, “‘That’s what 
made him great. He changed when he had to 
change. Everybody is thinking covered wa- 
gons, and he’s thinking jet airplanes. You'd 
think he’d come up with this, and he'd al- 
ways come up with that. And Coach Bryant 
was a tireless worker, 

“Ray's the same way. I've watched him 
and he reminds me a little of Coach Bryant. 
Ray's a workaholic. Whatever it takes, he’s 
going to do it. I'm not trying to compare 
Coach Perkins with Coach Bryant, but both 
came from small towns and humble back- 
grounds. He (Perkins) and his staff have 
shown me a lot of moxie. Not many folks 
could follow Coach Bryant. But Coach 
(Bryant) would be proud of Ray and the way 
he’s done things. Sure, Ray changed things 
when he first came back, but people forget 
that when Coach Bryant came back he 
changed things too. Coach would be proud 
because Ray’s doing it his way, 

‘Another similarity about them is that both 
would give you a chance to succeed, and 
then it’s up to you to do it. I love ‘em both. 
Coach Bryant was like a father to me. Ray is 
more like a brother.”’ 

It’s ironic that Hennessey, who signed Per- 
kins, then a fullback at Petal, Mississippi. 
High School, to an Alabama football schol- 
arship, now works for him. “‘It’s like a story- 
book thing,’’ said Hennessey. ‘‘l feel 
honored. | really do. | had the pleasure of 
playing and coaching for Coach Bryant. And 
now the privilege of working for Ray. It 
doesn't happen very often. I'm just fortunate 
it happened to me.” 

The University is also privileged to have 
Hennessey back as a part of its athletics 
family, 
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“Facing A Challenge 


by Lisa Dickerson 


Bama’'s new track and 
field coach has 
credentials to keep 
program moving 


De Williamson, a proven veteran in the 
track world, is the new head coach of the 
Alabama men’s and women's track and field 
program. He succeeds the very successful 
John Mitchell, who resigned after 17 years 
because of NCAA rules violations by Scottish 
distance sensation Liz Lynch. 

At the relatively young age of 38, William- 
son has already enjoyed numerous honors 
after his coaching debut in the Chicago Met- 
ropolitan area high school system for 10 
years. A former middle distance/distance 
runner at Northwestern University, he was an 
All-Big 10 cross country selection and quali- 
fied for the NCAA cross country nationals 
twice. A further feather in his cap was to qual- 
ify for the 1968 Olympic trials in the 
steeplechase. 

Always ready for a challenge, Williamson 
explained that the University of Arkansas of- 
fered him achance to further his education as 
well as a place on its coaching staff. 

“T felt | needed a change, something that 
would be more of a challenge after coaching 
on the high school level for so many years,”’ 
the coach said. “‘Arkansas offered me the op- 
portunity to coach on the collegiate level as 
well as obtain my Masters.” 

After finishing his Masters degree in Health 
Counseling, Williamson said his graduate as- 
sistantship became a fulltime position. Dur- 
ing his tenure at Arkansas, 1980-85, the 
Razorbacks enjoyed one of the most suc- 
cessful eras in men’s track and field. Four 
consecutive years they swept the triple crown 
of track and field winning the Southwest 
Conference titles in cross country, indoor 
and outdoor track and field. The true mo- 
ment of glory for the University of Arkansas 
came in 1984-85 when they swept the 
NCAA Triple Crown, a first to be achieved by 
any university, 

“Winning the NCAA Triple Crown was a 
tremendous accomplishment,” Williamson 
said smiling, “I’m proud to have been a part 
of that time at Arkansas, but when the head 
job came available at Virginia, | considered it 
a further advancement in my career.” 


Doug Williamson 


Despite stopping at Virginia for the 1985- 
86 campaign and leading both the men and 
women’s programs, Williamson guided the 
Lady Cavaliers to the Atlantic Coast Confer- 
ence Indoor Championship and was also 
named the 1986 ACC Track Coach of the 
Year. 


ow the ambitious Williamson feels he 

has undertaken his toughest challenge 
to date. It’s no question that Alabama track is 
on the upswing. Recent performances, no- 
tably last year's NCAA Indoor Champion- 
ship by the Bama women's team, shines 
through any overhead clouds. John Mitchell 
left behind extremely large shoes to fill. 

“I'm looking forward to my first year at 
Bama,” the former distance runner com- 
mented. “Track is a tough sport to coach to 
begin with because there are less scholar- 
ships by event than any other sport. 

“My philosophy is basically simple and to 
the point. I feel that a well-rounded team is 
essential to excellence in all areas. Consid- 
ering the program and the quality of the work 
exhibited over the years at Alabama, | feel 
that we can continue as in the past.” 

Williamson very open-mindedly respects 
the tradition that has been instilled into the 
program at The Capstone and realizes there 
are various ways to prepare for competition 
other than simply his. 

“What works best for one may not work 
for another,” he said. “I’m not going to at- 
tempt to come in here and change the world. 
What is important to me is what works best 
for the athlete despite whose idea it is.” 

His goals are straight forward, just like his 
philosophy. The soft-spoken coach says the 
development and growth of a quality rapport 
with both the athletes and administration are 
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high on his list along with further serious ex- 
pansion of successful programs. 


he services of Wayne Williams were re- 

tained for his expertise in the shorter 
events and he will assist Williamson in these 
areas, along with jumping events. The field 
events will be handled by graduate assistants 
while newcomer David Troy will head the 
distance corps. 

Troy, formerly the head coach at the Uni- 
versity of Colorado (1979-86), recently 
toured in Africa as a consultant/clinician rep- 
resenting the United States Information 
Agency. He inherits the segment of the Bama 
track program which begins later in the 
month, cross country. 

The nucleus of a team returns which has 
finished second in the past two years in the 
always competitive Southeastern Confer- 
ence. Returning are Evelyn Adiru (Arua, 
Uganda), the 1985 SEC Cross Country 
Champion; Jeni Neilson (Hamilton, New 
Zealand), who led the team to its most suc- 
cessful campaign in this past season; Heidi 
Olafsdottir (Reyklavik, Iceland), Liz Lynch's 
shadow in 1984; and last season's rookies, 
Susan Crawford (Parsley, Scotland) and 
Mindy Lukens (Roswell, Georgia), Crawford 
contributed heavily as a rookie and should 
be vastly improved with a year's experience 
behind her, while Lukens has sufficiently re- 
covered from injuries to contribute to the 
team this time around. 

While small in number, it is a quality group 
that will wear the red and white across the 
fields this fall. Much of the team’s success de- 
pends on the outcome of Lynch's eligibility. 
With the return of Lynch, who recently won 
a Gold Medal in the 1986 Commonwealth 
Games in the 10,000 meters (record time of 
31:42), Williamson feels the Tide could easily 
be a factor in any meet. 


1986 Alabama 
Cross Country Schedule 


Sept. 20—Georgia State Invitational/West- 
ern Kentucky Invitational 
Sept. 27—Tennessee Invitational 
Oct. 11—Furman Invitational 
Oct. 25—UAB Invitational 
Nov.7—SEC Championships 
(Knoxville) 
Nov. 15—NCAA District 
(Furman, South Carolina) 

Nov. 24—NCAA Championships 

(Tempe, Arizona) 
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History Of Alabama Athletics: 


The Best Tide Ever 


by Kirk McNair 


Voting by ’BAMA readers 
names the 1966 Alabama 
football team the best 


nly a handful of the nation’s college 

football teams have had an opportunity 
to win three straight national championships. 
Minnesota was the first, winning titles in 1940 
and 1941, but falling to 18th in 1942. Army 
came tantalizingly close, winning in 1944 and 
1945 and finishing second in 1946. The ‘46 
title went to Notre Dame, which also won 
again in 1947, finished second in 1948, and 
was first again in 1949. Nebraska was first in 
1970 and (as Tide fans remember with a 
wince) 1971, then fell to fourth in 1972. 

Two teams—Alabama and Oklahoma— 
have twice had the opportunity to win three 
straight titles. Oklahoma, which is currently 
working on defense of its 1985 champion- 
ship, won in 1955 and 1956, but was fourth 
in 1957. The Sooners were also first in 1974 
and 1975, then fell to fifth in 1976. The last 
time a team had a chance to win three in a 
row was Alabama’s 1980 team, following 
first place finishes in 1978 and 1979. That 
Bama finished sixth. Indeed, the Crimson 
Tide’s best shot for three in a row in the late 
1970s came when its 1977 team was beaten 
out for the championship by Notre Dame. 

Probably no set of circumstances pains 
Alabama fans as does 1966. Alabamas of 
1964 and 1965 had been crowned national 
champions and the 1966 Bama was the pre- 
season choice for the titles. So what did that 
1966 team do? It overwhelmed 10 regular 
season opponents. then crushed Nebraska in 
the Sugar Bowl. And for its troubles it ended 
up third behind Notre Dame and Michigan 
State, who had fought to a 10-10 tie late in 
the regular season. 

What did Head Coach Paul Bryant think 
of that 1966 team? Following the Sugar 
Bowl, and for many years thereafter, he 
called it probably his best ever. And what do 
*BAMA readers think of that team? In a poll 
conducted last winter, they also named it the 
finest team in storied Alabama history. 


ny Alabama fan who was following the 
Crimson Tide in 1966 almost certainly 
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had more than one loss. 


adversity.” 


are in parenthesis. 


. 1985 (9-2-1) 


has vivid memories of two games in that sea- 
son. Bama squeaked by Tennessee, 11-10, 
in one of the greatest games in Crimson Tide 
history. Then in the Sugar Bowl Bama 
played almost a perfect game in destroying a 
very good Nebraska team, 34-7. Alas, the 
Sugar Bowl game was played only for pride. 


The Associated Press, whose national 
championship poll is far and away the most 
recognized and prized, decided in 1983 to 
name its award the Bryant Trophy. But in the 
mid-1960s, Alabama was causing the AP 
problems. In 1964 Alabama had gone un- 
defeated in regular season and won the na- 
tional championship, then awarded on the 
basis of regular season play only. However. 
Texas defeated Bama in the Orange Bowl 
following that season, giving the Longhorns 
legitimate claim as the nation’s best team 
(never mind the officiating). The next year 
the AP decided that bowl games should 


How Alabama Teams Ranked 


Last winter 1,188 BAMA readers returned ballots in which they ranked Alabama's best 
teams ever. This listing is based on awarding 10 points for a first place vote, nine for a sec- 
ond, etc., although some of the ballots listed only a number one team or some other number 
fewer than 10; and although a few listed more than 10 teams. 

Eight of the top nine teams were national champions, the exception being the 1966 
team—which finished first. Five of the top 12 teams were undefeated and only the 1985 
team—which was coming off the spectacular victory over Aubum at the time of the voting— 


A total of 45 teams received votes, 18 of them being mentioned as the best ever. Addi- 
tionally, the 1986 team—which had not even been determined at the time of the balloting— 
received votes (including one first place vote) from six readers. Even the 1984 team, which 
had a 5-6 record, received one vote, a first place mention “for showing class through 


The oldest Bama to receive mention was the 1921 squad. 
Here is how the top 12 finished with total points, first place mentions. number of ballots 
on which the team was listed, and the average placing on the ballots. The teams’ records 


TEAM POINTS FIRSTS BALLOTS AVERAGE 
1, 1966 (11-0-0) 7,164 402 840 2.4 
2.1961 (11-0-0) 6,666 174 864 3.2 
3. 1979 (12-0-0) 6,420 204 798 3.5 
4.1978 (11-1-0) 4,848 96 864 4.9 
5. 1964 (10-1-0) 4,374 12 744 5.1 
6. 1965 (9-1-1) 4,344 24 780 5.4 
7.1973 (11-1-0) 3,594 42 642 5.4 
8. 1934 (10-0-0) 2,544 66 384 4.3 
9.1925 (10-0-0) 1,338 36 222 4.9 

10. 1971 (11-1-0) 1,044 6 276 6.8 

11. 1977 (11-1-0) 1,098 18 282 71 


count for the national championship. Ala- 
bama can play that game, too, as the Tide 
showed in outlasting Nebraska, 39-28, in the 
Orange Bowl. Coupled with losses by Mich- 
igan State in the Rose Bowl and Arkansas in 
the Cotton Bowl, the Alabama-Nebraska 
game was for all the marbles. Alabama, de- 
spite a loss and a tie in regular season play, 
had successfully defended its national 
championship. 

But in 1966 the AP had a problem. It 
didn’t suit Notre Dame’s fancy to go to bowl 
games in those days. And Michigan State 
was prohibited by a Big Ten rule from a suc- 
cessive appearance in the Rose Bowl (and 
Big Ten teams didn’t go to any other bowls 
then). So some Solomon in AP sports de- 
cided that it would revert to its regular season 
only policy for determining the national 
champion. It looks silly now. In Alabama 
(where college football is taken somewhat 


"BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/SEPTEMBER '86 


more seriously than in the New York offices 
of the AP) in 1966 it was several degrees be- 
yond infuriating. 


rior to the 1966 season, Coach Bryant 

was bemoaning the lack of a proven 
quarterback. After the Pat Trammell-Joe Na- 
math-Steve Sloan years, the Tide offense 
would be in the left hand of an unproven jun- 
ior, Kenny ‘Snake’ Stabler. 

Alabama opened with a real lightweight, 
Louisiana Tech, and it took a lot of promo- 
tion to sell out Legion Field. When the dust 
had settled Bama had rolled to a 34-0 victory 
and Stabler had looked pretty sharp. Next 
came a 17-7 win over John Vaught’s Ole 
Miss Rebels in Jackson, a hard-hitting con- 
test. Clemson was fairly easy in Tuscaloosa. 

Alabama vs. Tennessee is almost always 
big and almost always a great football game. 
The 1966 game is an all-time classic in the all- 
time series, A hour or so before kickoff a del- 
uge of rain hit Neyland Stadium. Alabama, 
surprisingly, elected to receive after winning 
the kickoff and a fumble moments later re- 
sulted in an early Vols’ touchdown. By half- 
time it was 10-0. Alabama's usually effective 
passing game of Stabler to wide receivers 
Ray Perkins and Dennis Homan had been 
stopped by the muddy field and the Bama of- 
fense was primarily on the shoulders of full- 
back Les Kelley. Finally Alabama got on the 
scoreboard and the Tide decided to go for 
two, Wayne Cook made a great diving catch 
to bring Bama to within 10-8. With just mo- 
ments remaining Steve Davis kicked a field 
goal to give Alabama an 11-10 lead. Tennes- 
see made one last try at victory, but the last 
second field goal try from a difficult angle just 
missed. 

That would be Bama’s last close call. The 
Tide roared through the season scoring 267 
points and allowing only 37, including four 
straight shutouts to end the year—21-0 over 
LSU, 24-0 over South Carolina, 34-0 over 
Southern Miss and 31-0 over Auburn. 

Four Tiders were given All-America hon- 
ors: Tackles Richard Cole and Cecil Dowdy, 
defensive back Bobby Johns and Perkins. 
Guard John Calvert and defensive back 
Dicky Thompson joined them on the All- 
Southeastern Conference team, 

The starters on offense were Perkins at 
split end, Homan at flanker, Cook at tight 
end, Dowdy and Cole at tackles, Calvert and 
Bruce Stephens at guards, Jimmy Carroll at 
center, Stabler at quarterback, Kelley at full- 
back and David Chatwood at halfback. The 
first defenders were Charlie Harris and Mike 
Ford at ends, Byrd Williams and Louis 
Thompson at tackles, Johnny Sullivan at 
noseguard, Mike Hall and Bob Childs and 


Richard Cole Cecil Dowdy 


linebackers, and Johns, Thompson, Donnie 
Sutton and Johnny Mosley in the secondary. 

In the Sugar Bowl, January 2, 1967, Ala- 
bama opened with one of the Tide's most 
memorable plays. Coach Bryant would say 
later that Bama didn’t care if the play worked 
or not, that it was designed primarily to tell 
Tide coaches something about the Nebraska 
defense. One thing it told them is that no 
Combhusker could keep up with Perkins, The 
fleet wideout went down the left side, turned 
to the middle and took Stabler's pass for a 
45-yard gain. Seven plays later Kelley bulled 
into the end zone and the rout was on. Bama 
led 17-0 at the end of the first quarter, 24-0 


at halftime. Kelley, Stabler, Wayne Trimble 
and Perkins scored touchdowns and Davis 
kicked four extra points and two field goals. 
Perkins, who had set an Orange Bow! record 
of 159 yards receiving against Nebraska the 
year before, set a Sugar Bowl mark with 178 
yards. It ended 34-7. 

Bob Devaney, the outstanding Nebraska 
coach, said after the game, ‘‘They are better 
than the score indicates. Alabama is the best 
football team | have ever seen.” 

Perkins remembers the team as ‘‘one of 
the best group of guys I've ever been around. 
It didn't make mistakes, the offense ran like a 
machine, and the defense was solid. It was a 
bunch of guys that football meant a lot to. 

“Tl always feel like we deserved national 
championship consideration and | don't 
think we got it. We were the only undefeated 
and untied team and I thought then and think 
now we were worthy of a third straight na- 
tional championship. | certainly thought the 
1966 team was better than the 1965 team 
that won the national championship.” 

As for number one Notre Dame and num- 
ber two Michigan State? *‘We'd have liked to 
have played them both,” said Perkins. “‘One 
one day, the other the next.” 
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Make th 


e Garden Plaza Hotel 


your headquarters for the 
October 18th weekend. 


Conveniently located less than 20 minutes 
from Knoxville, the new Garden Plaza Hotel 


is pleased to offer Crimson Tide fans 
a special weekend package for the 
Alabama-Tennessee game on Oct. 18. 


O Spacious rooms including 


Hale controlled cable/satel- A \ 
ite television, extra large BON, 
dressing areas. =. 


0 Delicious dining available in Ezra’s 
Restaurant 
© Happy Hour prices and compli- 
mentary hors d’oeuvres in Ezra’s 
Lounge before and after the game 


g All this for only $39.00 
YF» —perROOM per night 
TL, plus tax ($35.00 


you stay 2 or more 


esingares. ' 
persion" Garden Plaza "2" vations 


oO Unlimited use of the 


Hotel 


call toll free 
1-800-3 GARDEN. 


215 5, Illinois Ave./Oak Ridge, TN 37830 
615-481-2468 
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In Memoriam 

Alabama football players will have a black 
patch on their helmets this season in memory 
of George Scruggs, a Bama halfback who 
was killed in an automobile accident last 
spring. 

Additionally, Chester Braggs, a senior half- 
back-fullback from Greensboro, will wear a 
second black patch on his helmet, His high 
school coach, Robert Lucky, was killed in an 
electrical accident this summer. 

Vernon Wilkinson, a senior cornerback 
who was severely injured in the same acci- 
dent that killed Scruggs, is not in school this 
fall but plans to return to The University in 
the spring. Alabama has appealed to the 
NCAA to grant Wilkinson, who has already 
been redshirted, an additional year of foot- 
ball eligibility if he is physically and academ- 
ically able. Similar appeals have been 
granted in the past for exceptional cases. 


Not The Year Of The Gator 

Among the hundreds of statistical items 
kept on Southeastern Conference football 
teams is how each team has fared against the 
others through the years. It should come asa 
surprise to no one that Alabama has an 
edge—in most cases, a sizeable edgae—over 
all of its conference brethren. 

However, there are sometimes disagree- 
ments on what the record is. Alabama shows 
its series record with Florida as 16 wins, five 
losses. Florida has it 15-5. 

The explanation dates from 1904. Ala- 
bara opened that season with a 29-0 victory 
over Florida in Tuscaloosa. However, the 
Gators don't recognize it. Florida dates its 
football tradition from 1906, when the state 
legislature combined the state’s seven cam- 
puses into four and located the University of 
Florida—whose campus had alternated be- 
tween Ocala and Lake City—in Gainesville. 
Prior to 1906 the Florida team was consid- 
ered just a club sport. 

That 1904 season was a good one to omit 
from Florida records, Georgia lists a 52-0 win 
over the Gators that year, while Georgia 
Tech registered a 77-0 decision. 

Bama has had relatively easy pickings 
against the Gators in Gainesville, winning 20- 
Oin 1930, 35-13 in 1949, 38-0 in 1971, 35- 
14 in 1973 and 40-0 in 1979, 

Alabama’s mark against other SEC 
schools: Auburn (30-19-1), Georgia (32-21- 
4), Kentucky (28-1-1), LSU (32-12-5), Ole 
Miss (30-5-2), Mississippi State (56-11-3), 
Tennessee (34-27-7) and Vanderbilt (4.1-18- 
4). 

Among Alabama's nonconference oppo- 
nents in 1986 the Tide has a 1-0 record 
against Ohio State, a 19-3-2 mark against 
Southern Miss, a 4-0 record against Memphis 
State, a 5-3 worksheet against Penn State, 


has never played Temple, and has misplaced 
the results of the four games against Notre 
Dame. 


About That Schedule 

There's little question that Alabama's 
1986 football schedule ranks among the na- 
tion's toughest. All those preseason polls that 
Bama fans eagerly read to see how high the 
Tide is being picked (usually among the top 
five) have some sobering news, too, Ala- 
bama has a number of games against teams 
in those same polls. Penn State, Ohio State. 
Tennessee, Florida, LSU, Notre Dame and 
Auburn are all regularly mentioned among 
the nation’s best. 

Scheduling is almost as important as 
coaching and recruiting when it comes to 
winning, And it’s also a touchy subject 
among the athletics directors and football 
coaches who make the schedules. An article 
in Blue-White Illustrated, a publication cov- 
ering Penn State athletics, regarding upcom- 
ing Lions’ schedules (which are somewhat 
weaker than in the past) quoted Athletics Di- 
rector Jim Tarmon in defense of his schedule 
as saying “Alabama plays Southern Miss, 
Citadel, Chattanooga, but because they play 
in the Southeastern Conference they don’t 
get criticized. It happens for some reason 
when you're an independent.” 

Alabama has never played The Citadel, 
has not played Chattanooga since 1959, and 
doesn't apologize for meeting Southern Miss, 
generally a very representative football team. 

Alabama's schedule since 1958 reveals 
the Tide has played 145 nonconference 
games. Of those 65 have been against major 
independents (Southern Miss, Penn State, 
Notre Dame, Miami, Boston College, South 
Carolina, Florida State, Virginia Tech, Mem- 
phis State, Rutgers and Tulane). Bama’s in- 
terconference games show the Tide playing 
Atlantic Coast Conference teams 22 times, 
Southwest Conference teams 21 times, Big 
Eight teams 11 times, Pac 10 teams nine 
times and Big Ten teams twice. 

That leaves 15 games in 28 years that have 
been played against teams generally consid- 
ered lightweights—three against Cincinnati, 
two against Louisville and Furman, and one 
each against Arkansas State, Chattanooga, 
Louisiana Tech, Richmond, Southwest Lou- 
isiana, Tampa, Tulsa and Wichita State. 


Tickets 

Alabama’s attractive 1986 schedule has 
meant a brisk business in ticket sales, How- 
ever, there are two home games for which 
tickets remain available, the September 13 
Southern Miss contest in Birmingham and 
the November 15 Temple game in Tusca- 
loosa, Tickets are $15 each and may be or- 
dered from the Athletic Ticket Office, P.O. 
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Box U, University, AL 35486. Add $2 per or- 
der for postage and handling. 


Top Rivalry 

For the past dozen years or so a handful of 
college football games have generally been 
ranked as the nation’s best rivalries. Among 
them have been Oklahoma-Texas and Okla- 
homa-Nebraska, Southern Cal-Notre Dame, 
Georgia-Florida and Alabama-Auburn. 

Two football publications this fall selected 
the Alabama-Aubum game as the nation’s 
top rivalry. In Pro Preview's ‘‘Best and Worst 
of College Football,” the Tide-Tiger tilt 
headed the list of best rivalries. “Take two 
traditional powers, place them both in one 
Southern state, add some yesteryear lore 
with coaching legends like Bear Bryant and 
Shug Jordan, and you've got yourself an an- 
nual Civil War,’ said the magazine, 

In the August issue of Inside Sports an ar- 
ticle headlined ‘‘Football’s Best Rivalry? 
Easy, Alabama-Auburn” began: 

“A fact not widely known is that there are 
only two types of people in the world: those 
who know that the Alabama-Auburm game is 
the greatest rivalry in the history of college 
football and those who don't, 

“Those who are aware of this fact can fur- 
ther be divided into the ones who know Ala- 
bama is the greatest team in the history of 
college football and the ones who are just a 
step ahead of being damn fools.” 


He May Have Been Too Good 

The college baseball season ends not too 
long after really good baseball weather ar- 
rives, so many of the top college players 
spend the summer playing in various 
leagues. 

This summer Tide righthanded pitcher 
Mike Sander, an upcoming senior from Pal- 
merton, Pennsylvania, played for Quaker- 
town in the Atlantic Collegiate Baseball 
League. Although Sander was Bama’s sec- 
ond leading pitcher last year, he was not 
drafted in June. However, his performance 
this summer—a 10-1 record and league- 
leading earned run average—has brought 
the pro scouts looking and now four teams 
are trying to sign him. 

“If the money is right, no one can blame 
him for taking it,’’ said Alabama Head Base- 
ball Coach Barry Shollenberger. ‘‘But it cer- 
tainly would leave us short at a late time.” 
Last year Sander was 8-4 with a 3.78 ERA 
for Bama. In 100 innings he struck out 71, 
walked only 27. 

Each year the all-stars of the Atlantic Col- 
legiate and the Cape Cod leagues meet in a 
game at Shea Stadium, home of the New 
York Mets, Sander was selected to start the 


== 


Mike Sander 


game for Atlantic and pitched two scoreless 
innings. 

One of the men he played against was 
catcher Clint Thompson, a Bama signee 
from Gulf Coast Junior College. 


New Grad Assistant 

When Alabama lost graduate assistant 
baseball coach Steve Fleming to Georgia 
Tech, where he has been named a fulltime 
assistant, Bama went west for a replacement. 
Bob Haris was head baseball coach at West 
Coast Christian College in Fresno, Califor- 
nia. He will work with Alabama outfielders 
this year. 


Weekend Twos At Home 

Alabama has scheduled the limit of 20 
baseball games for a fall schedule and the 
games all have something in common. They 
will all be played at home, they will all be 
doubleheaders, and they will all be played on 
weekends. 

Opponents are Shelton State September 
13, George Wallace of Selma September 14, 
Gadsden State September 20, Northwest 
Alabama September 21, Birmingham 
Southern September 27, Shelton State Sep- 
tember 28, Chipola Junior College October 
4, Calhoun Community College October 5, 
George Wallace of Hanceville October 12 
and Jeff Davis October 18. 


Past, Present, Future 

One former Alabama golfer, one current 
Alabama golfer and one future Alabama 
golfer made the field for the 1986 United 
States Amateur Championship, to be played 
in Birmingham (at Shoal Creek and Birming- 
ham Country Club) the last week in August. 
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Sam Farlow, who finished in the top four 
in last year’s Amateur, had an automatic en- 
try into this year’s tournament. He recently 
won his second Alabama Amateur champi- 
onship. Alan Pope, an upcoming senior from 
Jasper, and Robert McCroy, an incoming 
freshman from Huntsville, both qualified for 
the tournament. 


Fall Golf 

Coach Conrad Rehling’s Alabama golf 
team will participate in three fall tourna- 
ments, including defending its championship 
of the Memphis State Invitational, October 
12-14. Other fall tournaments are the Dixie 
Classic, October 24-26, in Columbus, Geor- 
gia, and the Alabama Intercollegiate at Wil- 
low Point near Alexander City, October 31- 
November 2. 


Fall Tennis 

Alabama’s tennis team will play in four fall 
tournaments, including hosting the Alabama 
Invitational the weekend of November 1. 

Bama will play in the Kentucky Invitational 
September 27, the Southern Intercollegiate 
at Athens, Georgia, October 4, and the Rolex 
Invitational at Southwest Louisiana October 
14. The NCAA Region III Indoor champion- 
ships will be November 15 in Athens. 


Berndt A Little Closer 

Peter Berndt, the Alabama swimming star 
who defected from East Germany a year and 
a half ago, is a little closer to his goal of be- 
coming an American citizen in time to com- 
pete in the 1988 Olympics. Bills in the United 
States Senate and House of Representatives 
could accomplish that goal. The Senate bill 
was given unanimous approval by the Judi- 
ciary Committee in late July and Senator Jer- 
emiah Denton, the bill's sponsor, has pre- 
dicted full Senate passage by September 1. 

The Wiregrass Keystone Club of the Do- 
than Boys Club has made Peter's quest a 
project, mailing letters to Congressmen and 
Senators and preparing a brochure that was 
sent to Boys Clubs in all 50 states, urging 
their support of the bill. 


Autographs 

Those ordering copies of John Forney’s 
new book, Above The Noise of the Crowd, 
who would like the book autographed 
should enclose a note with the order giving 
the name of the person to whom Forney 
should autograph it. If you have already or- 
dered the book and would like it auto- 
graphed, rush a note to Bama Book, P.O. 
Box 6104, University, AL 35486. (Books are 
$16.95 plus 60 cents sales tax for Alabama 
residents. Mailing of books is expected to be- 
gin about September 1.): 
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A Tough nut 
to crack. 


You care about high quality printing. 
You care about a reasonable price. And 
you care about having it on time. Is that 
such a tough nut to crack? Not at EBSCO 
Media. : 


We work hard to make sure you get 
the best value for your printing dollar, no 
matter how large or small or difficult the 
job. In a nutshell, that’s what EBSCO 
Media is all about. 


Contact EBSCO Media about your next 
printed piece. Our experienced staff can 
help you through every phase of produc- 
tion, to be sure you get the quality and 
value your project deserves. 


EBSCO MEDIA 


801 5th Avenue South 
Birmingham, Alabama 35233 


205-323-1508 


EBSCO 
Industries, 
Inc. 


Schedules Of Alabama's 1986 Football Opponents 
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surgery has quickly become 
an accepted approach to improvement 
of appearance, and income is no 
longer considered a barrier. At the 
Cosmetic Surgery Clinic of Alabama 
your appearance 1s Our main concern. 


Getting There: 


Anniston is a beautiful town conven- 
iently located midway between Bir- 
mingham and Auanta. For those 
flying into Anniston please make us 
aware of your travel plans so that we 
might arrange for lodging and ground 
transportation. We will even assist 
those driving to our office by providing 
directions, and when possible a map. 


Being There: 


That’s the best part! The staff of the 

Cosmetic Surgery Clinic of Alabama 
is dedicated to assisting you with your 
needs. Whether it be out-patient or in- 
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patient procedures, their approach to 
your care will have you in mind. 


While You’re There: 


During your consultation, you mi 
select among the many procedur 
improve your appearance: facelift to 
tighten loose skin around the face, 
ey velid surgery to remove baggy 
tissue, nose surgery to change the 
appearance or to improve the profile, 
fat extraction surgery to remove 
fatty deposits from stomach, thighs 
and legs, or breast enlargement 
procedures , to mention just a few. 


Your appearance 


You’ll Meet: 


For your consultation visit you will 


meet Dr. Charles Brentnall, a native 
of Alabama, and an experienced 
surgeon board certified by the 
American Board of Cosmetic Surgery. 
You will be pleased by his abilities 

and expertise. Most of all, you will be 
pleased by his approach to your care. 


Why Aren’t You There? 

So why aren’t you there? For a con- 
sultation visit call (205) 238-0808. 
The next best thing to being there is 
knowing that soon you will be. 


Cosmetic Surgery Clinic 


of Alabama 


ES BRENTNALL. 


(205) 238-0808 
(205) 249-0358 


1820 Leighton Avenue 
Anniston, Alabama 
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f Fully Experience College, 
Experience Riverbend Commons. 


Just one-and-a-half miles from the heart of the Alabama campus, Riverbend is the place you wish was there when you were a student. 

If you have a student on campus or starting next year, let us introduce you to Riverbend Commons. Offered by The H.D. Jackson 
Company-one of the nation’s leading student condominium developer/managers, Riverbend is a modern condominium community with all the 
comforts of home. Plus clubhouse, tennis facilities, swimming pool, on-site management and scheduled shuttle service to and from campus. 

Each unit is designed to accommodate your student and rent-paying roommates as well. The condominiums are also designed to pay 
their own way and to offer the many tax advantages of 
ownership and expected appreciation. 

Each one and two-bedroom unit includes: MM All 
furnishings - including linens and utensils; Mi Ultra- 
modern kitchen featuring high-grade cabinets, stove, 
refrigerator with ice-maker, dishwasher and dis- 
posal; i Washer and dryer; Mil Wall-to-wall carpeting; 


High-efficiency central heating and air condition- 
ing; M8) Smoke and fire alarm; MM Deadbolt lock and RIVERBE 


security viewer; Mil On-site maintenance and c OO M _M ON _S 
management. 

In short, Riverbend Commons is a place Alabama _ Call collect or come by for 
students can experience it. Privacy. Comfort. Fun. information on owning or renting 
Security. Ina serious student environment. at Riverbend Commons. 

(205) 349-391]-Sales 
The University of Alabama Experience- oi Sates 


Experience Riverbend Commons. Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35406 


